GENEALOGICAL  CLASSIFICATION OF LANGUAGES.  269

of ancient literary documents has been collected by
Miklosich in the Monwmenta Serbica, 1858. During
the second period; under the Turkish sway, it was
chiefly at Ragusa and along the Adriatic coast that
literature flourished. The third period, beginning in
the middle of the last century, may be said to have
been inaugurated by Vuk Stephanovitch Karajitch
(1787-1864) and his friends. His Servian Grammar
(1814) became the foundation of a philological study
of the language. Most interesting, however, are the
collections of ancient Servian ballads, which form a
kind of national epos. They roused the admiration
of Goethe} and still form the chief attraction of Servian
literature.

The history of the Slovenian language can be traced
back to the tenth century.1 The Codex of Freising,
at present at Munich, contains religious compositions,
published by Kopitarin his Glagolita Clo&iaiius, 1836.
At the time of the reformation there was a revival of
literature, and as early as 1584 the first grammar was
published by Bohorics. Miklosich, the great Slavonic
scholar, is a Slovenian by birth.

The Western branch comprehends the language of
Poland, Bohemia, and Lusatia. The oldest specimen
of Polish belongs to the fourteenth century, the
Psalter of Margarite. The Bohemian language was,
till lately, traced back to the ninth century. But
most of the old Bohemian poems are now considered
spurious; and it is doubtful, even, whether an ancient
interlinear translation of the Gospel of St. John can
be ascribed to the tenth century.2

1 Schleicher, Beitr&ge, b. i. s. 22.       a Ibid. Deutsche Spmclie, s. 77.